
Ling 315, Example derivations and practice problems. 
 
Given the grammar of October 1st . 
 
(1) Andrij always says goodnight to his housemates before bed. 
 
 CP    1. Tense Hopping  
   2   2. NP Movement 
       C’     
       2  
        C         TP 
     wo  
     NP2                   T’ 
   4           to 
 Andrij          t1             VP 
                            to 
                                            t2                 V’ 
                3  
                        AdvP           V’ 
               4   tp  
                      always     V’                           PP 
                   wgo       5  
                                      V           NP          PP      before bed 
               2    4        g  
                  V        T1   gdnt         P’ 
                          g         g           2   
                say        s               P         NP 
                 g        4  
                               to     his housemates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) Do you (always say goodnight…)? 
 
 CP    1. T-to-C Movement  
   2   2. NP Movement 
       C’   3. VP Ellipsis  
       tp   4. Do-Insertion 
        C                    TP 
  2         to  
  C        T1         NP2                T’ 
[+q]     g         4         to  
         do+2nd     you            t1              VP 
           to  
             t2              V’ 
            5  
        always say goodnight… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(3) Is that a cup of tea from Japan? 
 
 CP    1. V-to-T Movement  
   2   2. T-to-C Movement 
       C’   3. NP Movement  
       tp     
        C                     TP    
  2          to  
 C          T2          NP3 T’ 
[+q]  2   4        to  
 T         V1  that           t2               VP  
       g         g            to  
        -s        be                    t3               V’ 
                                     to 
                                                      t1              NP 
                               q i  
                 D            N’  
                  g     3   
                 a   N               PP 
         g               g  
       cup              P’ 
                   2  
                      P        NP 
        g         g  
                             of        N’ 
              2  
            N’        PP 
                             g        4  
             N    from J. 
                             g        
           tea 
 
 
“Is that a cup of Japanese tea?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For practice, do the derivations for: 
 
English 
 
(4) The guards might all be quietly sleeping near the fireplace. 
(5) He is not freeing the dragon with the bracelet. 
 
Icelandic 
 
(6) pat        klaruthu margar mys alveg  ostinn 

there     finished many mice completely the cheese 
“Many mice completely finished the cheese.”   

 
French 
 
(7) Les étudiants préparent tous soigneusement le texte. 
 
 
German 
 
(8) Er weiss,   eine Katze  sehe    ich       oft. 
 he knows   a      cat      see      I          often 
 “He knows I often see a cat.” 
 
Irish 
 
(9)  Tá Máire  ag-pógail   an lucharachán    agus    ag-goidú    a ór. 
  Is   Mary  ing-kiss      the leprechaun     and     ing-steal    his gold 
  “Mary is kissing the leprechaun and stealing his gold.” 
 
Japanese 
 
(10)  Naoko-ga  ringo-o  tabe-ta. 
  Naoko-NOM ringo-ACC eat-PAST 
  ‘Naoko did not eat an apple.’ 
 
(11)  Naoko-ga  ringo-o  tabe-nak-at-ta. 
  Naoko-NOM ringo-ACC eat-not-DO-PAST 
  ‘Naoko did not eat an apple.’ 
 
 


